STUDIES   IN   PROSE
first   exercise   this  working  fantasy  should
most readily exhibit its arbitrary legislation,
or recognition of law, in the harshest and
sharpest contrasts; a phonic system so weak-
ened and moving by preference among such
minute distinctions as, for instance, the Eng-
lish language, at present can belong only to
a time that puts together breccias and con-
glomerates out of earlier original formations.
My  original  intention,  therefore,  was  to
show that by the human sense of hearing are
discriminated distinctions in sounds which to
that of animals are not indeed as zero, yet are
not perceived in the full significance of their
mutual relations.    This by itself would ex-
plain the absence of spontaneous production
of these sounds; but I added above the con-
jecture that, besides, the difficulty of produc-
ing them is increased by imperfection in the
mechanics by which the voice is moved.   The
process by which all voluntary movements are
executed is, as we have already shown, con-
cealed from consciousness;   the image of the
new position to be effected, and the remem-
brance of the peculiar modifications of our
general sense by which on former occasions its
execution was accompanied, are the sole two
points appearing in consciousness, to which
the carrying out of the movement itself is
subsequently attached by means of an uncon-
scious and automatically working mechanism.
In the case of speech, the auricular image of
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